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We are excited to make the transition to this
life-changing and lifesaving facility in Fall 2022.

Local pets in need are our first priority. We’re fortunate, 

thanks to our donors, to also help struggling
communities. Last year, we helped at-risk pets from 20 
states. We also embarked on a strategic partnership 
with Tangipahoa Parish Animal Services in Louisiana, 
where we helped them go from a 43% live release rate 
to 83% in just one year. And we continued to be on the 
front lines of disaster relief.

We know that this is only the beginning of what’s
to come in terms of growth that the BVSPCA will
continue to experience for years to come. We feel 
incredibly grateful to have the support to be a
leading progressive shelter that helps pave the
way not just for our community, but also the industry
and shelters across the country.

2021 was a year of growth and expansion for our organization in more ways than one. 
18,577 animals came into our care throughout the year, a 15% increase over 2020. 
That’s 51 animals per day coming through our doors -- lost pets, stray dogs and cats, 
cruelty victims, and homeless pets at risk in other shelters.

We placed 16,946 of those animals into loving homes, achieving a 95% live release 
rate while serving as one of the only remaining open access shelters. Additionally, 4 in 
10 of our intakes were lost or stray pets. In Delaware, where we’re the only open 
access shelter state-wide, 54% of our intakes were lost or stray.

Our work to stem the tide of unwanted pets also broke records last year. We provided 
22,244 spay/neuter surgeries in 2021, a 23% increase. To help more families care for 
their pets, our medical team delivered 18,072 pet exams through our low-cost, high 
quality animal health centers.

With the increase in animals coming into our care, we needed to expand our
capacity to treat and house them. With help from our incredibly generous donors,
we were able to press ahead on opening the Copeland Center for Animal Welfare. 
This center will replace our current New Castle Campus with a larger, more
comprehensive shelter and low-cost veterinary care facility. 
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Building a New Campus

Expanding into Montgomery County
In March of 2021, we took over the PetSmart 
Everyday Adoption Center in Plymouth
Meeting, PA. Among the largest of its kind
in the country, our EAC has 17 dog kennels 
and 24 cat cages. This additional space
gives us the opportunity to house more
homeless pets and also tap into a new
community to reach more folks deserving
of adoption. By the end of the year, 383
cats and 422 dogs found families.

Late in 2020, we purchased a veterinary specialty center with a goal of nearly
doubling the space for it to replace our current New Castle Campus, which we’ve 
outgrown. Tremendous progress was made throughout the year, despite supply 
shortages and other barriers. We expect to open the new location in Fall 2022. 

Dijon was in our care for 
several months to overcome 
di�cult medical issues. His life 
changed forever when he 
met his forever family at the 
EAC grand opening.

One of the countless pets that 
will benefit from the ICU, 
Gabriel was found with a 
deep skull wound from an axe 
blow and a fractured jaw. He 
was emaciated, severely 
dehydrated, and had a low 
body temperature; he later 
presented corn cobs and a 
plastic bag that he must have 
ingested while trying to 
survive. This sweet pup went 
on to be adopted by the 
o�cer who rescued him.

New Animal Assisted Therapy Program
We launched Paws for Change, an animal-assisted therapy program starting with a
partnership with Baylor Women’s Correctional Institution (BWCI). Paws for Change trains owners 
and their dogs for therapeutic visits to venues such as correctional facilities, youth centers, 
assisted living facilities, and schools. Our Paws for Change teams have been conducting 
twice-weekly visits at BWCI since September 2021, reaching more than 70 residents each week.  

Funded entirely by private donations 
and named after lead donor Mrs. 
Tatiana Copeland, the Copeland 
Center for Animal Welfare will feature:

Since its inception, the 
program has  grown from 
twelve therapy 
dog/owner teams to
50. And it’s only going
to get bigger.

First shelter intensive care unit in Delaware

Double the clinic space for veterinary care
for family pets

Double the spay/neuter capacity

Indoor/outdoor dog runs & outdoor
dog play yards

Double the cat housing capacity

Outdoor catio for adoptable cats

Large community room for humane
education & service groups
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22% of Lives Saved to 83%
Relocating at-risk animals means the world to those animals. But in a struggling
community, they’re simply replaced by more animals. We’ve begun mentoring other 
shelters to help them change the causes of pet overpopulation and homelessness.
Our biggest peer-to-peer mentoring project to date started in January 2021.

Together, it’s been a busy year with many accomplishments, including:

The biggest achievement of all is helping the shelter reach 83% of lives saved by the end 
of the year. But we’re not stopping there. Reaching a sustained 90%, the bar for a no-kill 
shelter, is in our sights for early 2022.

Jack landed at Tangi when his 
senior people couldn’t care 
for him anymore. This 
11-year-old’s prospects were 
slim. In less than 24 hours here, 
he landed the perfect 
“retirement” home.

Minnie was found
wandering the streets in a 
rural community and and 
never claimed. She went from 
lost to loved quickly when she 
went to our Georgetown 
Campus and was adopted by 
the City of Rehoboth Beach 
Mayor Stan Mills and his wife 
Marcia Maldeis.

We chose our transport partner Tangipahoa
Parish Animal Services in Louisiana for the 
project. A municipal shelter with an annual 
intake of more than 5,000 animals, the Tangi 
shelter struggles with limited resources, low 
spay/neuter in the community, and more 
animals than adopters. Despite all of that,
they have a big appetite for change.

Moving BVSPCA sta� members to Hammond to work alongside Tangi sta�

Completing an empty shelter building to serve as a transport hub

Increasing air and land transports to relocate at-risk animals

Implementing intake intervention programs

Building an on-site spay/neuter clinic

Establishing cat lifesaving programs
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Our saying is, “When the going gets tough, #Team BVSPCA gets going.” Starting 
with our deployment to manage intakes at a rescue center in Houston following 
Hurricane Harvey in 2017, we’ve developed a specialty for helping during natural 
disasters. Our Animal Rescue Center (ARC), a facility not open to the public that’s 
dedicated to giving pets in need a bridge, gives us a foundation to be at the 
ready to complement the skills of our team. We were proud to help throughout 
2021 with not only hurricanes but also other natural disasters.

Texas saw some of the toughest weather in our lifetime during Winter Storm Uri in
February. Many shelters struggled to care for their animals with no heat, bursting
pipes, and failed electricity. We worked swiftly with our national partners to rescue

Lois faced an uncertain fate in a 
Texas shelter as a homeless large 
adult dog. We were her last 
chance, a chance that became 
fate when she was spotted 
coming o� the flight by a local tv 
reporter who welcomed her home.

Texas Freeze

With Hurricane Ida bearing down on the Louisiana coast, our team mobilized
immediately in two locations – our home base in the Pennsylvania/Delaware region
and at the shelter in Louisiana where we’ve had our sta� working. We tapped into that

Hurricane Ida

December brought stunning blows from tornados to 
western Kentucky. Just 24 hours after hearing of the 
tornado damage, our team was on the road to 
Kentucky. We worked with the ASPCA and Kentucky 
Humane Society to pull 75 dogs and cats from shelters 
a�ected by Tornado damage and drove straight 
home, arriving at our Animal Rescue Center (ARC) in 
Georgetown at 2am.

Kentucky Tornados

unique ability to work both in the north and 
in the south to get as many homeless 
animals out of the shelters as possible before 
and after the storm. In total, more than 300 
pets that were available for adoption in 

shelters before the storm from seven shelters 
were relocated. Some came to our shelters, 
but we also tapped our network of partners 
in the Northeast and Midwest to be able to 
save as many lives as possible.

Merle seemed to finally relax after 
a long journey and uncertain 
future. Here in the Northeast, it’s 
hard to image puppies being at 
risk of euthanasia in the South, 
where spay/neuter is much less 
prevalent.

Hearts was one of the 75 
homeless animals adoptable 
before the tornado that we 
moved out to empty a local 
shelter so they could respond 
to all the family pets in need.

266 cats and dogs in 10 days from the Texas 
Freeze. All were homeless pets adoptable
before the storm. We routed them to our
locations and shelter partners to give them
the happy ending they deserve while alleviating 
the Texas shelters.
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The Brandywine Valley SPCA is committed to making each donor dollar make a 
di�erence in the lives of the thousands of animals depending on us. In 2021, out 
of every dollar, 93 cents goes to pay for programs, with just four cents to Special 
Events and three cents to Administration.

The BVSPCA has had the highest rating, a 
four-star rating, with Charity Navigator for six 
years for fiduciary responsibility.

Blind and rescued from a 
hoarding case, Snowflake 
arrived scared, missing most 
of her fur, and covered in 
fleas. After a lot of TLC, 
Snowflake found her purr-fect 
match.

Donut arrived as a stray with 
the marks of su�ering 
prolonged abuse. After two 
months of healing, he entered 
our holiday sleepovers and 
was adopted within a few 
days.

Lilla lost the only home she 
ever knew at 14 years old. 
That age in rural Louisiana, 
where there are more 
homeless pets than adopters, 
stacked the deck against her. 
She was adopted within one 
day of arriving here.



BVSPCA.ORG/DONATE

Make your memorial gifts for the animals 
in our shelter

Make an on-line donation

Give your honorary birthday and holiday 
gifts to pet lovers who don’t want anything

Support our efforts to help victims of 
cruelty and abuse

Remember the animals when you are 
writing your estate plan

Consider a gift of stock

of your 
401K or life insurance  policies

Collect towels and sheets for the animals 

Purchase items on our wish lists


