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IMPACT2018
Thanks to your support, we helped more animals than ever in 2018. 

We continued our commitment to open admission no-kill sheltering by taking in 
14,642 animals while maintaining a 95% live release rate. In addition, through our 
leadership and footprint in the state of Delaware, we led the state to become the 
first no-kill state in the nation.

Those big achievements mean the most to each 
cat and dog impacted. Half of the animals in 
our care were pets lost or abandoned in our 
local community with nowhere to go if it weren’t 
for the BVSPCA. Another thirty percent came 
from high intake shelters where they had little 
chance of finding a family. Others depended 
on us during times of crisis, such as cruelty cases 
and natural disasters.

Meanwhile, our clinic services helped family pets with 11,324 wellness appointments, 
which is 39% more than 2017. Mid-year we introduced our Wellness Wagon 
preventive care services to reach even more pet families. We also performed a 
record number of spay/neuter surgeries to further reduce pet homelessness.

While doing that important day-to-day work, we added new ways to save lives. We 
established our Animal Rescue Center (ARC) in Georgetown, which helped more 
than 500 pets in 2018 before officially opening. We also purchased a property to 
become the new Dover Campus, which will complete our goal to establish a 
brick-and-mortar location in every county in Delaware.

It was an amazing year, and we’re proud of our impact. As we look ahead to 
2019, we plan to continue that great work in Pennsylvania and Delaware while 
helping other shelters and communities where the cats, dogs and pet families 
aren’t as fortunate. 

In 2019, we’ll be sharing knowledge, experience and resources locally and 
regionally to further impact our area. We’ll also deepen relationships in strategic 
areas of the country where there’s little hope. This means not only transporting 
animals, but also helping to make systemic, long-term change to build self-
sustained no-kill communities.

We’re excited about the future and the opportunity to continue to save more 
lives and help more pet families. Your support makes our dreams a reality, and we 
are grateful to have you working together with us.
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In 2018, we took in 

14,642 
animals and the clinic 
helped family pets with 

11,324
wellness appointments.

While doing important 
day-to-day work, we added 

new ways to save lives by 
establishing the
Animal Rescue 

Center
 and purchasing a 
property to build

a new campus
in Dover.



A D V O C A T I N G  F O R  S T R O N G E R  L E G I S L A T I O N

54 Backyard Breeder Dogs Get Forever Families

IMPACT
LOCAL

New Campus Opening

We’re excited to be executing the next phase of our 
strategic plan. Thanks to a very generous grant from the 
Petco Foundation, we will be opening a new shelter and 
Animal Health Center in Dover, DE. We purchased a property 
at 1757 Horsepond that we’re renovating to become our 
new campus for Kent County. The Dover Campus will focus 
on several unmet needs in the Kent County community, as 
well as helping with intake processes for strays in the area. 

The BVSPCA strives across our footprint to advocate 
for the animals. The BVSPCA is a proud member of the 
Pennsylvania Animal Federation and works side by side 
with the Delaware Office of Animal Welfare. For two 
years, we have been working on Delaware’s House 
Bill 235. The bill successfully passed through both the 
House of Representatives and the Senate, then the 

Governor signed the Bill into law. House bill 235 supports 
TNR (trap-neuter-return) as the humane way to control 
the outdoor cat population and protects the folks who 
care for community cats. Many thanks to Senator Nicole 
Poore and Representative Michael P. Mulrooney for 
their leadership, our shelter partners, and all of you who 
contacted your legislators to help the cats.

Plans for the center include: 
• Low-cost veterinary services 

(preventive care, sick visits 
and spay/neuter) 

• Intake intervention programs, 
such as a pet food pantry 
and behavior counseling for 
owned pets 

• Humane education initiatives
• Stray dog holding as part  

of the BVSPCA contract  
with the Delaware Office  
of Animal Welfare (OAW)  
to provide state-wide 
animal services 

• Adoptions of dogs and cats

On Saturday, August 4th, our team worked with 
the homeowner in Georgetown, DE, to secure the 
voluntary surrender of 54 dogs. We got them the 
medical care they needed to change their lives 
forever. That day a team of 15 BVSPCA medical 
and animal personnel, including two veterinarians, 
spent more than eight hours at the property 
assessing the dogs and providing triage. The 54 
dogs were then transferred to the BVSPCA to 
receive follow-up care.

The dogs included a variety of small dog breeds, 
such as Pomeranians, Shih-Tzus, Dachshunds, 
Miniature Poodles and Pugs. They ranged in age, 
with many being seniors. We were so happy to see 
the overwhelming response from the community 
who welcomed these dogs. While it took time for 
all to be ready for adoption, each was adopted 
within days into new forever families.

NEW CAMPUS OPENING

BVSPCA | 2018 ANNUAL REPORT | WWW.BVSPCA

We expect the Dover Campus to open in the first quarter of 2020.



L E A D I N G  I N  T H E
N O - K I L L  M O V E M E N T

Innovation in Sheltering: The Animal Rescue Center (ARC) 

In June of 2018, the BVSPCA changed the face of animal welfare nationally by 
making the successful bid for what once was a property called Safe Haven. 
The facility located in Georgetown, DE is 11,500 square feet on 13 acres with 
more than 50 kennels for dogs and multiple free roaming cat rooms. Safe Haven 
closed five years ago, and the property has remained vacant ever since, a 
subject of a lengthy bankruptcy lawsuit.

The ARC will not be open to the public, but instead will be a resource 
for helping animals needing a bridge before adoption. The ARC will offer:
• A place where victims of cruelty can heal
• A hub for animals being transferred from  

at-risk shelters to the Northeast for adoption
• A shelter for animals fleeing from natural 

disasters, such as Hurricane Michael 
• A place for behavioral training for animals 

that need a little more work to be the best 
possible adoption candidates

Although the ARC did not open until January of 2019, in 2018, we were able to help 
348 cats and 280 dogs escape the fury of Hurricane Florence and Hurricane Michael.

IMPACT
NATIONAL

Mega Adoption Events

Our Mega Adoption Events are huge adoption events held in large venues over 
the course of one weekend. The BVSPCA hosts the events, and other regional 
shelters and rescue groups are invited to participate. Our 2018, Mega Adoption 
Events made a huge impact! On June 2nd–3rd at the Greater Philadelphia Expo 
Center in Oaks, PA, we placed 748 dogs and 757 cats. On December 8th–9th, at 
the Delaware State Fairgrounds in Dover, DE, we found homes for 716 dogs and a 
record number of 465 cats. In total since we started the Mega Adoption Events, 
we have done 5,242 adoptions. 

We’re proud 
to have led 
Delaware to 
become the first 
no-kill state in 
the nation. We 
took over responsibility for animal 
services in Delaware in the fourth 
quarter of 2015 and immediately 
started positively impacting what 
was an 85% live release rate at 
that time. In 2016, our first full year 
of services, we lifted the state’s 
live release rate to 95%. Then in 
2017, we led the state to a 97% live 
release rate. 2018 saw us sustain a 
96% live release rate. The BVSPCA 
has responsibility for 61% of the 
shelter intake in the state, almost 
five times the intake of the second 
largest shelter after us.
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This summer we had the unique opportunity 
to welcome three dogs rescued from a South 
Korean dog meat farm: Bella, Sonia and Moose. 
Humane Society International (HSI) works with dog 
meat farmers to convert their farms to humane 
livelihoods. These dogs have spent their lives 
confined in cages, with little access to adequate 
food and water, and no veterinary care. They 
are now learning about love, security and even 

play. Bella was quickly adopted to someone who recently lost her Korean Jindo companion. 
Sonia, who really blossomed in her foster home, also found a Jindo-experienced adopter. 
Moose enjoys life in foster care with an amazing volunteer who has helped him learn all the 
little things we take for granted, like treats, car rides and stairs. We received these dogs as an 
HSUS Emergency Placement Partner, and we’re proud to play a small part in this work that 
makes a sustainable humane difference. 

IMPACT
INTERNATIONAL

Dogs Rescued From Dog Meat Trade

The Brandywine Valley SPCA is committed to making each donor dollar count in 2018. Out of every dollar, 93 
cents goes to pay for programs with just four cents to Special Events and three cents to Administration. We have 
had the highest rating, a four-star rating, with Charity Navigator for three years for fiduciary responsibility.

FINANCIALS
Your contributions make a 
huge difference in how many 
animals we are able to help. 
We thank you for every dollar 
contributed towards our mission 
of putting the “human” back in 
humane animal treatment and 
advocating on their behalf. 

There are many ways to help:

• Make your memorial gifts for 
the animals in our shelter

• Make an on-line donation
• Make your honorary birthday  

and holiday gifts to pet lovers  
who don’t want anything

• Remember the animals when  
you are writing your estate 
plan

• Name the BVSPCA as 
beneficiary of your 401K or life 
insurance policies

• Collect towels and sheets  
for the animals

Income: $9,205,771 Expenses: $7,963,658

Out of every dollar, 
93¢ goes to pay for programs 
with just four cents to Special Events and three cents to Administration. 
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Animal Rescue 
Center (ARC)

19022 Shingle Point Rd.
Georgetown, DE 19947
Not open to the public.

COMING SOON
Dover Campus

Shelter and
Animal Health Center
1757 Horsepond Road

Dover, DE 19901

Georgetown Campus

Shelter and
Animal Health Center

22918 Dupont Boulevard
Georgetown, DE 19947

PHONE 302-856-6361
AHC PHONE 302-516-1004

New Castle Campus

Shelter and
Animal Health Center

600 South Street
New Castle, DE 19720

PHONE 302-516-1000
AHC PHONE 302-516-1004

West Chester Campus

Shelter
1212 Phoenixville Pike

West Chester, PA 19380
PHONE 484-302-0865

Animal Health Center
9 Coffman Street
Malvern, PA 19355

PHONE 610-482-4289
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